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In Spectacular Accumulation, Morgan Pitelka investigates the significance of material culture and sociability
in late sixteenth-century Japan, focusing in particular on the career and afterlife of Tokugawa Ieyasu (1543-
1616), the founder of the Tokugawa shogunate. The story of Ieyasu illustrates the close ties between people,
things, and politics and offers us insight into the role of material culture in the shift from medieval to early
modern Japan and in shaping our knowledge of history.

This innovative and eloquent history of a transitional age in Japan reframes the relationship between culture
and politics. Like the collection of meibutsu, or "famous objects," exchanging hostages, collecting heads, and
commanding massive armies were part of a strategy Pitelka calls "spectacular accumulation," which
profoundly affected the creation and character of Japan's early modern polity. Pitelka uses the notion of
spectacular accumulation to contextualize the acquisition of "art" within a larger complex of practices aimed
at establishing governmental authority, demonstrating military dominance, reifying hierarchy, and
advertising wealth. He avoids the artificial distinction between cultural history and political history, arguing
that the famed cultural efflorescence of these years was not subsidiary to the landscape of political conflict,
but constitutive of it. Employing a wide range of thoroughly researched visual and material evidence,
including letters, diaries, historical chronicles, and art, Pitelka links the increasing violence of civil and
international war to the increasing importance of samurai social rituals and cultural practices. Moving from
the Ashikaga palaces of Kyoto to the tea utensil collections of Ieyasu, from the exchange of military hostages
to the gift-giving rituals of Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Spectacular Accumulation traces
Japanese military rulers' power plays over famous artworks as well as objectified human bodies.
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From reader reviews:

Clemencia Torres:

This Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability is great book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or
we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and
Samurai Sociability in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Kurt Rose:

Beside this particular Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai
Sociability in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Spectacular Accumulation:
Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai Sociability because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well
as read it from currently!

Douglas Ayer:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list will be Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu,
and Samurai Sociability. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Ann Mickey:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This reserve Spectacular Accumulation: Material Culture, Tokugawa Ieyasu, and Samurai
Sociability was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing



about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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