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What the Tortoise Taught Us offers a lively, concise journey through western philosophy that explores the
lives of major philosophers, their ideas, and how their thinking continues to influence our lives today. Using
a chronological approach, Burton Porter shows how various philosophers address life's big questions. By
putting each philosopher and their ideas into historical context, he helps us understand how certain ideas
developed based on the thinking of the time, and how those ideas have influenced our modern perceptions.
Using familiar language and interesting anecdotes, Porter provides us with an extremely readable and lively
history that takes themes that characterize each age to reflect on the greater human experience. The book
includes the philosophies and lives of the ancient philosophers such as Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, and
continues through time into the Middle Ages with St. Thomas Aquinas, to the Renaissance, and beyond.
Porter explores the metaphysics of Descartes and Hobbs; the epistemology of Hume and Berkeley, and the
ethics of Kant and Mill among others. Finally he concludes with contemporary issues, including racism,
abortion and modern feminism. Porter is able to explain these complex ideas in a clear, simple, and
straightforward way. What the Tortoise Taught Us is a balanced and approachable look at life's basic
questions through the eyes of the philosophers that have helped shape modern thought.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

The book What the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book What the
Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like open up and read a book What the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Johnnie Santiago:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need
to answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of What the
Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy to read.

Alan Trevino:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping What the Tortoise Taught Us:
The Story of Philosophy that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you could pick What the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy become your
personal starter.

Hector Medlin:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book What the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that
book What the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy. You can more inviting than now.
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